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CAUCUSING: 

Any three or more members of the Green Party of Michigan 
(GPMI) living in the same county may ask the state party to call a 
caucus for their county, to be held in accordance with party rules 
and state law, to nominate candidates for partisan offices and/or 
endorse candidates for nonpartisan offices serving constituents 
entirely within that county.  Likewise, a Congressional district 
(CD) caucus may be called for any CD – although it may take 
more time and effort to determine who is eligible to participate in 
a CD caucus, and so must be sent notice of it. 

If a CD falls completely within a county, the county and CD 
may hold concurrent caucuses.  A CD caucus may consider any 
candidates at the Congressional level and below which falls 
within its boundaries, but only if no county caucuses are being 
held in any of the counties that fall within the CD. 

If a city or village requires a specific caucus for their candi-
dates (please check with local authorities to be sure), the county 
caucus should determine which of its members fall within the 
proper district and have them caucus for these positions.  Make 
sure that you follow all the procedures the city or village requires 
for you to be able to hold the caucus (e.g., a charter requires you 
to petition to hold the caucus, or file only originals of paperwork).

Candidates for non-partisan offices are not nominated by the 
party.  To qualify for the ballot, they must follow applicable state 
law (and regulations set by the Bureau of Elections) for filing 
petitions or paying fees.  However, Greens running in non-
partisan races may appear at caucuses to make contact with 
other GPMI members and supporters in their area, and (where 
appropriate) to co-ordinate their campaign efforts with other 
Greens running as candidates.  If a caucus decides to endorse a 
Green running as a candidate in a non-partisan race, it should 
report the decision to the Elections Co-ordinator and send 
documentation of the decision to facilitate communication with 
other parts of the Green Party.

Anyone who wants the state party to call a caucus should 
ask at least 50 days before the state convention for the year – 
either at a state membership meeting (SMM) or to the State 
Central Committee (SCC) between SMMs.  The state party will 
notify all members in the affected area (and any others the 
caucus requesters ask to be notified) at least 14 days ahead of 
the caucus.  State law now also requires a ten-day notice to the 
Secretary of State and the Bureau of Elections.

The SCC will reserve the right to call caucuses for any 
county or CD that does not request a separate caucus ahead of 
time.  If you want to call such a caucus but miss the time period in
which to ask the membership, you can ask the SCC to give you 
its reserved caucusing right for that county.  The SCC may also 
call special-election caucuses – in consultation with local Greens 
in the area covered by a special election and providing the best 
possible notice to members as well as the required ten-day notice
to the Secretary of State and the Bureau of Elections.

Caucuses must be completed on or before the closing of the 
primary election.  (In 2022, that’s Tuesday, August   8  .)

The caucus has the right to make their decisions with 
whomever it chooses, including non-GPMI members, but all party
members must be given the chance to participate. 

Caucuses can do two things:  nominate candidates whose 
district boundaries lie completely within the caucusing county or 

CD, and nominate delegates to the state convention for that year 
(if they occur before or at the state convention).  Each county is 
allocated as many state convention delegates as there are GP-MI
members residing in that county as of 60 days before the 
convention. The state convention may fill any county's delegate 
vacancies with GP-MI members residing in that county as of 60 
days before the convention who attend the convention, in 
accordance with party rules, state law, and relevant court cases. 
The Meeting Manager shall notify all eligible members 50 days 
before the convention and they must inform the Meeting Manager
at least 30 days before the convention if they plan to attend.

The caucus must select a Chair and Secretary who are 
legally responsible for reporting nominations to the county clerk 
and to the SCC.  To nominate any candidates, they must file three
types of documents with the county clerk within one (1) business 
day after the caucus:  Affidavits of Identity, Certificates of 
Acceptance, and the Certificate of Nomination.

Affidavit of Identity:
This is a document filled out by each candidate; it must 

be notarized.  The candidate may have it prepared and 
notarized ahead of the caucus, and may even file it with the 
county clerk ahead of the caucus (although this may create 
complications if the candidate withdraws or is not chosen by 
the caucus).  Banks usually have notaries, and the county 
clerk's office also should have a notary.  It's good to have a 
notary at the caucus if you can, but at least you need to know 
where candidates can get Affidavits notarized.  Remember, 
you only have one business day after the end of the caucus to
turn in all your paperwork.  It's also supposed to be submitted 
in duplicate, or so it says; I'm not sure we've had to do that, 
but it's not that big a deal.  (It's nominally a two-page form, but
page 2 is all instructions; just print it on the back.  )  A copy of 
this form is on line at: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ 
ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf 

Certificate of Acceptance: 
    This form doesn’t need to be notarized, but each candidate 
must sign one.  And the state now has a form of sorts for that:

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ 
Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf 

The information it must include is below: 

I, _(name of nominee)_, hereby certify that I accept the 
nomination of the Green Party of Michigan for the office of 
_(title of office)_ to be voted for at the _(name of election – 
general or special)_ to be held on _(date of election)_.   I 
reside at  _(street address)_, _(city or township)_. 

_(signature of nominee)_ 

Certificate of Nomination: 
The Chair and Secretary must prepare, sign, and submit 

a list of all candidates nominated by the caucus – names and 
addresses where registered, and offices they seek – to the 
county clerk with the other two forms.  (Nominees can help 
deliver the paperwork – if they're running for township office, 
they could also bring courtesy copies to the township clerk.)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf
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http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf


Once a county or CD caucus is held, it cannot officially re-
convene until next election cycle (which may include a special 
election).  The Chair or Secretary of the caucus must submit a list
of anyone elected at the caucus as state convention delegates 
from the county or CD covered by the caucus to the Meeting 
Manager (meetings@MIGreenParty.org) who will check their 
GPMI memberships.  A list of all candidates nominated by the 
caucus should also be forwarded to the Meeting Manager. 

Although it is not required, the caucus should consider draft-
ing and sending a press release on the results of the caucus. 

Caucuses may be held at the state convention.  The caucus 
may meet separately at the convention, or en masse with all other
delegates.  If you want to hold a caucus at a convention, then you
should ask the Meeting Manager for a place at the site and a time
on the agenda – preferably, at least 60 days before the 
convention.  In either case, the convention will do all the 
necessary reporting to officials (Affidavits, Certificate of 
Acceptance, Certificate of Nomination).  If a county caucus is held
before the convention, the caucusers may meet informally at the 
convention and present any recommendations they have to the 
convention as a whole for multi-county candidates who would 
serve their area. 
 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE: 
The caucus cannot use public, union, or corporate space 

without paying for it; that would be considered an in-kind political 
contribution, and these entities (along with native American tribes)
are forbidden to make such contributions.  If the caucus spends 
any money at all in getting together and holding the caucus, or 
raises any money to do so, they must keep track of any receipts 
and expenditures.  A county committee must be formed within 10 
days of spending or receiving $500, and the committee has 
another 10 days after forming to file its paperwork with the county.

To form a county or Congressional district committee, you 
need two packets:  “Campaign Statement Instructions for Political
Party Committees” and “Political Party Committee Campaign 
Statement Forms.”  You should be able to pick them up from your 
county clerk – or on line at the Web site for the Bureau of 
Elections.  The “Forms and Publications” page is at: 

www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-
1633_11473---,00.html 

The manual and its appendixes are (respectively) at: 

http://www.mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/
index.php?n=MANUALS.PoliticalPartyManual  

and 

http://www.mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/
index.php?n=MANUALS.Appendicies

Report forms and instructions, individually or in a pack, are at:

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-
1633_8723_11893-311417--,00.html

To form the committee requires a Statement of Organization 
form of the same general kind as for candidate committees – but 
with slight differences.  You can file the form electronically at: 

https://midisclose.nictusa.com/ 

If you get these documents from your county clerk, check to 
make sure you get the current, most up-to-date editions (and 
check whether or not the Statement of Organization form is 
included).  And, whether you get the forms on line or from 
the county clerk, read them carefully. 

You also need to fill out Form SS-4 from the IRS, visible at: 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf 

to request an Employer Identification Number (EIN); that goes on 
the state's Statement of Organization form mentioned above.

Be sure to check the reporting waiver box (item #10) 
saying that you do not expect to receive or spend $1,000 in 
this campaign cycle.  This will probably save you from having to
file anything else, until and unless you go over $1,000 one or both
ways (or receive/spend $1,000+ just before an election, or make 
an independent expenditure on a special election) – and it saves 
you from fines (“late filing fees”) for reports you’d be required to 
file without the waiver even if you raise and spend $0.

To apply to the IRS for an EIN, call toll-free 800-829-4933.  
Or you can use IRS’s “interview-style application” on line – at: 

http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/
article/0,,id=102767,00.html 

Then, open a bank account (for which most banks will require you
to have an EIN already), or at least designate where committee 
funds will be kept once an account is opened.  Multiple committee
accounts may be opened, but one is to be designated as the 
primary account.  All funds spent by the committee must be 
transferred to this account and spent from this account. 

Some facts to remember to stay within campaign-finance rules:

• Committee formation is mandatory as soon as $500 is 
received or spent, including in-kind contributions. 

• You have 10 days from reaching the $500 threshold to form 
the committee, and 10 days from that date to file the 
Statement of Organization with the county clerk. 

• You must keep track of all contributions, including in-kind 
contributions – and get the name, address, employment, 
and employer of each contributor. 

• If you reach the $1,000 threshold, you will have reporting 
requirements at various intervals throughout the year. 

• All actual funds spent must be transferred to the primary 
committee account before being spent. 

The caucus is a temporary entity, formed for the purpose of 
nominating candidates.  The committee is a permanent feature (if 
desired), and may be the entity that calls the caucus in the next 
cycle.  The committee can be as minimal or as real as the 
participants in a caucus wish it. 

Any county committee that is formed must be reported to the 
SCC.  In the case of multiple county committees being formed, 
the SCC will choose which committee is its official affiliate for the 
county (or CD).

(draft 2022 edition – updated 2/11/2022)

prepared by:
John Anthony La Pietra, Elections Co-ordinator

elections@MIGreenParty.org
or back-up e-mail:  jalp5dai@catesby.org 

611 North Linden Street; Marshall, MI  49068
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